
MINUTES

WOODLAWN NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

GENERAL MEETING

August 17, 2011


Present:  Luke Groser, Treasurer, Sheila Hale, Secretary;  Thelma Diggs, Anjala Ehelebe, Shirley Minor, Board Members;  Lisa Gladstone, Katy Asher, NECN, Officer Dennis Mako, Judy Stamp, Celeste Carey, ONI, Martha Ruttle, Julianne Baxter, Aaron Varhola

Lisa called meeting to order at 7:05 pm.

Anjala made a motion that this evening’s Agenda be approved.  Unanimous vote.  Motion passed.

Lisa made a motion that the approval of the August 3, 2011 Board Meeting Minutes be tabled until our next meeting.  Luke seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  Motion passed.


18th Street Market

Lisa asked for a report from Officer Mako.  Office Mako stated that there was another drive-by shooting incident at the 18th St. Market last Sunday.  No one was injured.  The Police could get no cooperation from any of the bystanders nor from people that manage the market.  Officer Mako has tried many options to try to curb the loitering of alleged gang members in the parking lot of this store, to no avail.  He is hoping the OLCC will come up with a way to pull their liquor license.  Officer Mako said that he might be able to go at it from another angle, but wasn’t ready to disclose what that would be at this time.  Officer Mako said that the neighborhood has been trying for many years to get this situation resolved, and he does understand the frustration of people.  He did state that we must also look at the 18th Street Market owners/managers as victims of these crimes (although the store seems unwilling to work with anyone to try to curb what is going on in their parking lot).  There are currently no Oregon laws against loitering.

Shirley did have a long discussion with the owner of the market recently.  She said it was a very positive discussion.

Celeste said no reports are being called in.  She said the OLCC has what is called a “Time, Place & Manner Violation”, in order for City to control liquor issues.  Maybe that can be used to cut down on liquor violations at the store. But said we need to work with the owner positively.  It was suggested that Robert England might be contacted to talk to the young folks.  It was mentioned that we should look into a program called Crime Prevention through Environmental Design.

WNA is hoping to get a report from Stephen regarding the informal discussion he had with the owner of the market recently.  Katy suggested that Stephen be contacted about whether he indeed had a meeting with the property owner, Mr. Palmer.

Lisa would like to have a group meeting of people who want to be actively involved in seeing a way to make such a change.

Martha, who lives on Rosa Parks between 17th and 18th, stated that 18th Street is used as a thoroughfare for fast-driving cars to and from the 18th St. Market and asked Officer Mako what could be done about this situation.  Officer Mako suggested that she and her neighbors try to get the plate numbers of the speeding cars, which might be a hard thing to accomplish.  Celeste suggested that the Traffic Dept. be contacted to see if a Camera Van could be placed in this area to document these traffic problems.  

Celeste made a motion that we put together a group to discuss different resources we have to address this problem and come up with some positive solutions to make some change.  Judy seconded.  Unanimous vote.  One abstention. Motion passed.  Katy asked if there were volunteers.  

Child Care

Neither people who were asked to check on child care during the last Board meeting were in attendance tonight.  More time will be given to Stephen Green & Nikole Hannah Jones to research.  Will follow up with them at next meeting.

Communication

Judy said she and Nikole are willing to work on the GoWoodlawn site.  The GoWoodlawn site is still technically dead.  Hopefully by next meeting, the site will be up and running.  They will meet with Lisa on Wednesday, August 24th,  at 7 pm to discuss.  Contact Lisa if you want to participate.  Nikole and Judy will be administrators for Facebook.  They will monitor the newsfeed.

PSU

PSU students are looking for suitable projects that would benefit the community.  It has been suggested that they deliver flyers to the neighborhood, but we are not sure that is the kind of project they want to undertake.  Need someone to put together print material.  Shirley has not yet done anything on the flyers – was waiting until we needed them.  Martha will be point person to see if this type of project would work for PSU.  Anjala stated that the students may need a more tangible project as they will be graded on the project.

WNA Garage Sale

Anjala made a motion that we table this issue for the time being.  Thelma seconded.  Unanimous vote.  Motion passed.

Land Use

Mongolian Grill has put in a request for expansion. WNA does not think we should appeal it.

Community Events

Loaves & Fishes

Luke gave Thelma a check for $50.00 for the Summer in September Jambalaya Festival for Loaves & Fishes at the MLK Center.

Spirit of Portland Award nominations due this Monday, August 22nd.  More info here: http://www.portlandonline.com/oni/index.cfm?c=29024

The Urban Food Code Zoning Code Update Survey has been extended.  This project is exploring updates to Portland’s zoning code as it relates to urban food production and distribution and animals.  The following link has information about the concept report and the survey.  Please pass along to those you think may want to weigh in.  http://www.portlandonline.com/bps/index.cfm?c=53834

The N/NE Quadrant planning project would like public input on the concepts developed so far.  Please visit www.portlandonline.com/bps/cc2035/nneq to review the information and take a survey to provide your feedback.
 
The N. Williams Traffic Operations Safety Project will be holding a community forum in October to explore how the traffic operations safety project relates to gentrification, privilege, historic disenfranchisement, community power, and the nature of public decision-making. More information available soon.

The Hayden Island Natural Resources Inventory Draft report is available for review.  This report is the first step in updating the Environmental Program on Hayden Island.  This is part of the planning work for a mix of marine terminal development and open spaces on West Hayden Island.    The report is available here: http://www.portlandonline.com/bps/index.cfm?a=360015&c=50960

The Coalition for a Livable Future is accepting registrations for the 2011 Regional Livability Summit.  This year’s Summit will take place on September 14th and the theme is Climate Equity.  Please visit, www.clfuture.org for more information.

Save the date for the Urban League of Portland’s Equal Opportunity Day Awards Dinner to celebrate the mission of the League and honor those who support and serve our community.  The event will be Thursday, November 17th.  More info, here:  http://www.ulpdx.org/EOD2011.html.

Finally, please watch for more information coming soon about the Neighborhood Small Grants program, a new Speaker Series on community economic development and the Local Leaders Institute! Small Grants information will be available early September and the Speaker Series and Local Leaders Institute are both coming this Fall.

Treasurer’s Report

Luke would like to create a budget for the WNA.  We have brought in approximately $1000/$2000 of income this month.  We have approximately $5000 in the bank, $3000 of which has been passed down for 3 or 4 years as surplus.  Luke made a motion that we create a Strategic Plan.  Budget should align with Strategic Plan.  Seconded by Anjala.  Unanimous vote.  Motion passed.  Luke will bring copies of the Strategic Plan to the next meeting.  Will follow up on list of intentions for next year.  Lisa wants to see that by the 3rd week October meeting we will be discussing the Strategic Plan.

Luke received a letter from the Oregon Attorney General requesting he send them certain documentation on WNA, such as Articles of Incorporation, the Bylaws, etc.; also an IRS Determination letter.  It was stated that we are a 501C3 corporation.  Lisa suggested we should have a centralized location for all our legal documents, but Katy said NECN stores these records for us.

Farmers Market

Having difficulty getting local vendors for the Farmers Market.  May not be able to have the market in September.  Shirley suggested the market should be deferred until April.

Playground Structure

Shirley talked with Jim Blackwood.  He said that there had been a lot of issues as to why it has taken so long to get the repairs done.  The equipment should be repaired soon after Labor Day.  The Oregonian is doing an article on the vandalized equipment and the city’s plans to repair it.



[bookmark: _GoBack]Sunday Parkways

Many volunteers are needed for many different positions on Sunday Parkways.  People can volunteer online at www.portlandsundayparkways.org.  People can also contact Neil Armstrong at 503-473-3547.  He is a volunteer coordinator.  Sunday Parkways will be held September 25th.

New Meeting Location

This discussion will be tabled until our next meeting.

Community Garden

It is agreed that this garden is an eyesore and is not being kept up.  

Announcements

Shirley said a big yellow bird had been found in Woodlawn Park.  One of the baseball players has taken it home (Jason).  Anyone who lost this bird can go to the park on Tuesdays or Thursdays when the team is practicing and claim their bird.

Old Business

Melinda’s husband was to make graphics for the sandwich board signs for the WNA.  They are currently being borrowed by AA to announce their meetings.  WNA would like to get their signs back.  Someone needs to follow up with Melinda.  Anna will be asked to give a report on progress in getting the signs back from AA.

Tonite’s Dinner

Lisa made a motion that Anjala be reimbursed for the cost of the pizza she brought to the meeting tonight.  Luke seconded.   Unanimous vote.  Motion passed.

New Business

Luke has been in contact with Robin Morrison, Principal of Woodlawn Elementary School.  Luke moved that WNA create a committee to explore developing with our local elementary school meaningful communication and mutually beneficial initiatives to nurture our common interest in the wellbeing of the Woodlawn neighborhood.  Luke will be appointed to act as liaison between WNA and Woodlawn Elementary.  Motion seconded by Lisa.  Unanimous vote.  Motion passed.  

Lisa called the meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Sheila Hale.
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