[bookmark: _GoBack]


MINUTES
WOODLAWN NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
BOARD MEETING
September 7, 2011

Present:  Luke Groser, Treasurer, Sheila Hale, Secretary;   Thelma Diggs, Shirley Minor, Anjala Ehelebe,  Lisa Gladstone, P. Anna Johnson,  Fayanna Johnson, Board Members;   Ryan Saari, Village Ballroom, Heather Heatlie, Katy Asher, NECN
7:05 Meeting Opened
Introductions

Agenda
Lisa made a motion that the agenda for tonight’s meeting be approved.  Anjala seconded.  Unanimous vote.  Anna abstained.  Motion passed.
ByLaws and Quorum
It was brought to our attention that the 2010 Bylaw vote was not recorded in the Minutes at the time of the vote.  Consequently, the Board is still operating under the 2004 Bylaws.  A discussion ensued about the Quorum needed at each Board meeting in order to pass any motions made.  We need 50% of the board members present plus one.   A question arose as to what the term limit is for Board members.  Luke read from the 2004 Bylaws that there are no term limits.  A request was made to get an updated list of the Board Members.  Anjala suggested that we need to call a Special Board meeting to revise the 2010 Bylaws
Anjala made a motion that the Board email Melinda and Fayanna to notify them they are no longer Board Members, as they each have missed many meetings, which makes the issue of having a quorum a problem.  Thelma seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  Motion passed.  Anna volunteered to write the emails.

Neighborhood Social
There was a discussion about the upcoming Neighborhood Social (to be held Friday, September 16th in the parking lot of the 18th Street Market).   Shirley talked with Mr. Palmer, owner of the property.  He has requested that the a letter be sent stating that Sarah Bott’s  Neighborhood Social group would be responsible for conducting an orderly event and roping off the parking lot for the event.   There was a discussion about how safe this location will be for the neighbors attending the event.
Sunday Parkways
Sheila and Ryan gave a report on the progress of our involvement in the Sunday Parkways.  Ryan has offered to supply volunteers to help WNA in setting up our table and working various shifts at the table, and cleanup afterwards.  Sheila will advise Ryan how many volunteers we will need and the times/duties of these volunteers.  Ryan also offered the WNA the use of their ballroom for our meetings;  however, those premises are not handicapped accessible.
Pocket Park – 13th & Holman
Heather talked about the neighbors upgrading the Pocket Park.   They would like to be involved in more community projects to help other neighbors.  Contact Heather at heatherheatlie@hotmail.com if you know of any projects.
Strategic Plan & Vision
Luke gave a report on where we are with regard to our Strategic Plan and our vision for the upcoming year.  He handed out copies of general categories that should be included in the plan.  We are to discuss these plans in our next two meetings.  We need to be proactive in planning our events ahead of time.  We need to firm up a plan of activities we want to do in the coming year.  Lisa would like to have a final Strategic Plan at the November Board meeting.
Communications
Katy was happy with the progress being made by the WNA in communicating with our community, through Facebook and the GoWoodlawn site.
Community Resources
Shirley suggested we post a list of people who live in the neighborhood that have skills to offer at a reasonable rate.
Treasurers Report
Luke stated that with regard to our budget, not much has changed.  WNA started out the year with approximately $5,000.  We received approximately $1000 from the City for the cleanup.  We need to decide how much money we should spend on items for next year.   As of July 31st, there was a balance of $6,129.18 in our bank account.

NECN Grants
Anjala suggested we submit applications for at least two grants:  one for food that is served at the WNA meetings and the other to cover material needed to create the resource guide for neighbors with skills to offer.  Lisa suggested that we come up with a list of things for which to request grants.    Anjala offered to help coach anyone who needs help with the grant application.
NECN Announcements
2012 Neighborhood Small Grants and Graffiti Abatement Grants: $30,444 Available!
 
NECN will offer $1000-$4000 per project within the Neighborhood Small Grant program and up to $2,500 per graffiti abatement project. Past projects funded by NECN include community orchards, tours of African American murals, afterschool programs, community outreach projects, website design, murals, graffiti clean-up and multicultural festivals.
 
Emphasize that the NAs have a leg-up in this process in that one of the main goals of the program is to increase and sustain involvement in NAs.
 
The goal of the grant program is to provide opportunities for building community and increasing and sustaining involvement in neighborhood associations, district coalitions and the community at-large. This program prioritizes engagement of historically under-represented organizations representing people of color, immigrants and refugees, low-income families, youth, people with disabilities, and lesbian, gay, bi and transgendered people.
 
Applications available in our offices and on our website. www.necoalition.org
Application Deadline is November 1st, 2011 at 5:00pm.
 
NECN offering 2 Different Trainings this year:
 
Orientation: September 21st, 6:00pm to 8:00pm.
This informational session will answer questions about the application, the committee review process, what funds can be used for and NECN's unique priorities.  
 
Small Grant Workshop on October 6th, from 7:00pm - 8:30pm. 
This workshop is meant to give grant applicants a chance to receive direct feedback on how to make their proposals stronger. Draft proposal in hand, participants will pair up and review one another's drafts.
 RSVP to our offices for either of the workshops: 503-823-4575
 


Land Use and Transportation Committee
September meeting: Wednesday the 28th, 7:00pm, at NECN.
After taking August off, the LUTC is returning this month, and several projects have already been brought to our attention to be addressed. N Williams Traffic Safety Operations Project, N/NE Quadrant planning, food carts, the Portland Plan, non-conforming sewer connections and more await.
 
Safety and Livability Team
September meeting: Monday the 19th, 6:30pm, at NECN.
SALT is returning from an August break as well, and has several action items to address Livability issues in N and NE Portland. Over the summer, SALT focused on violence in our Neighborhoods and what could be done on a neighborhood level to address it.
 
Gulch-O-Rama, This Saturday!
The 6th annual GULCH-O-RAMA, Sullivan Gulch's annual celebration of a fabulous urban village, will be on Saturday September 10th from 4-9 pm at NE 24th and Clackamas.
This year, in addition to the music and food, vendors and artists, Suliivan's Gulch Neighborhood Association presents Circus Cascadia, an interactive circus experience where children and adults can try all kinds of circus equipment and skills. Try something new yourself or just enjoy watching others learn new things from this joyful group of circus professionals.

Sunday Parkways: NE Portland
Sunday Parkways is a 2-way route of city streets open to walk, bike, roll, run, jump and skip - without having to watch out for cars! The 8-mile Northeast Portland Sunday Parkways route will have two loops, connecting Woodlawn, Alberta, Fernhill Parks, plus Cully Blvd.  Food, music and activities are located in the parks and along the route.
Woodlawn Neighborhood Association will be tabling at this event – stop by and say, “Hi!”
Sunday, September 25th, from 12 Noon to 5p.m.
 
Worry Free Advocacy: Understanding the Rules of Nonprofit Advocacy & Election-Related Activities
 
Join NAO, the Oregon Center for Public Policy, and the Alliance for Justice-the national leader in providing informative and entertaining trainings on the rules of advocacy for nonprofit organizations-for this one-day workshop for nonprofit managers, staff, and volunteers. Attorney-trainers will teach you the rules so that you can answer questions such as:
· What is the definition of lobbying and how is it different from advocacy?
· How much can our 501(c)(3) lobby?
What are the disclosure and registration requirements for lobbying in Oregon?
When: Tuesday, September 27th 9:00am through 4:30pm
Where: Northwest Health Foundation, 221 NW Second Ave
More details at www.nonprofitoregon.org
 
Summer in September Jambalaya Festival & BBQ: proceeds to benefit Loaves & Fishes. 

Join us for the Sixth Annual Summer in September BBQ & Festival this Saturday from 12 noon to 6:00p.m. at Dawson Park, presented by Northwest Natural, Dignity Memorial, East Portland and Albina Rotaries and Varsity Blue BBQ. The event features authentic Creole Jambalaya, ribs and a variety of yummy picnic food. Live music, dance lessons by Cascade Zydeco Club and a special children's area with games.
Saturday, September 10th, Noon - 6:00pm. Tickets are $15 for individuals or $45 for a family of four and proceeds benefit the Martin Luther King, Jr. Loaves & Fishes Center (The Meals-On-Wheels People) feedseniors.org
 
Regional Livability Summit: Wednesday, September 14th.
Climate Equity: Healthy People, Healthy Places, Healthy Process
 
This year's Regional Livability Summit will focus on how to build a broad-based movement for equitable and effective solutions to climate change. People experiencing poverty and people of color are first in line for the negative impacts of climate change, and we all stand to benefit from healthier, more sustainable communities and a clean energy future.

The keynote speaker for 2011 is Angela Park, a writer, independent consultant, and founder/executive director of Diversity Matters. There will be several breakout sessions, including: Affordable Housing, Transportation and Health, Transportation Equity, the Columbia River Crossing, Climate Justice, and much more!  http://clfuture.org
 
Build it Green! Home Tour and Info Fair

The 10th annual Build It Green! Home Tour and Information Fair is a self-guided tour of 22 green remodels and new homes around the Portland metropolitan area. Start and stop where and when you choose.
  
Tour date: Saturday, September 24th, 2011
Tour time: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Info Fair hours: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Contact Valerie Garrett, tour coordinator greenhotline@portlandoregon.gov 503-823-5431 for more information
 
'The Changing Face of America: What the 2010 Census Isn't Telling You' Lecture by Dr. Terryl Ross 
 
This interactive workshop will examine the findings and implications of the 2010 census for America, Oregon, and Portland. Specifically, we will discuss key trends, changing demographics, hidden poverty, migration patterns, and new ways to explore human and community development.
 
Participants will leave this presentation with a solid understanding of what these changes mean for Oregon and Portland and how they are likely to affect neighborhood economic development and local economies.
 

Thursday September 22, 2011 
6:30-8:30 PM
Central Northeast Neighbors Community Room
4415 NE 87th Ave
  

Child Care
There was a discussion about child care for children of neighbors while attending WNA meetings.  It was Luke’s opinion that such child care cannot be free.  Some money needs to be allocated for that purpose.  This could also be an area for which we could look at writing a grant.
Fund Raisers
Other neighborhoods do fund raisers and it was decided that we will discuss this idea at upcoming meetings.
Playground Equipment
The City has started work on repairing the vandalized playground equipment.  They hope to have it finished before Sunday Parkways on September 25th.
Approval of Minutes
Anjala made a motion that the Draft Minutes from our Board meeting of August 3rd, and the Minutes from our General Meeting of August 17th be approved.  Luke seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  Motion passed.
Co-chair
Lisa made an announcement that she was excited to help WNA and that she would accept the position of Chair at our meetings;  however, she asked that we find a co-chair.  She has been serving as our SALT representative at NECN and will attend the next meeting.  With the added responsibility of Chair, she will retire that position.  Anna volunteered to chair the October Board meeting that Lisa cannot attend.
Barbeque
Thelma said there was going to be a barbeque in Dawson Park on September 10.
Filming in Woodlawn Triangle
It was announced that the television series, Portlandia, would be filming in and around the Woodlawn neighborhood this coming weekend.

Fayanna Johnson
Fayanna arrived at the meeting and there was a discussion as to whether she felt she could continue as a Board member, considering her heavy work schedule.  Anna made a motion that Fayanna continue as a Board member.  Luke seconded.   However,  it was suggested by Lisa that Fayannna evaluate her ability to regularly attend meetings and she agreed to do this over the next three meetings.  The vote on the motion will be continued to a later time, after Fayanna’s evaluation. 

Lisa called the meeting adjourned at 8:57 pm

Minutes respectfully submitted by Sheila Hale
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MINUTES
WOODLAWN NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
BOARD MEETING
AUGUST 3, 2011

Present:  Luke Groser, Treasurer, Sheila Hale, Secretary, Shirley Minor, Anjala Ehelebe,  Lisa Gladstone, Board Members, P. Anna Johnson, Stephen Green, Nikole Hannah Jones, Susan Mund, Judy Seiko Stamp, Susan Stelljes, Fallon Roderick, Katy Asher, NECN
7:15 Meeting Opened
Introductions:
Lisa moved that the minutes from the July  6th Meeting be approved.  Luke seconded the motion.  Lisa called for a vote.  The minutes were unanimously approved.
Lisa moved that the Board vote on making Sheila Hale the Board Secretary.  Seconded by Luke.  All voted aye.  No nays.  No abstentions.   Motion passed.

Child Care for Members attending WNA meetings
Lisa opened a discussion about having child care during the meetings for members with children.  Steven said we should check with Swap & Play to see if someone could be available for child care during the WNA meetings.  Or the WNA could hire someone.  Discussed what qualifications such a child care person should have.  Anjala suggested we might wait on finding someone until a decision is made as to whether the WNA meetings will be moved to the conference room at the Classic Foods building.  Lisa made a motion that Steve and Nikole head  a Child Care committee.  Seconded by  Luke.  Unanimously approved.  No Nays.  No abstensions.  Motion passed.

Community Block Watch
Anjala brought up the wall in front of the house at 1426 NE Highland Ave.  The issue is the wall obstructs the view of people driving by.   The homeowner didn’t need a permit to build the wall.  Anjala would like the WNA to send the homeowner a Certified letter stating that the Association would like to talk to him.  Anjala requested authorization to write such a letter.  Lisa suggested that if they do not want to just talk to the homeowner, he should be invited to a WNA meeting to discuss this matter.  Lisa made a motion that Anjala be empowered to write a Certified letter.  Luke seconded.  Unanimously approved.  No Nays. One abstention.  Motion passed.

Property at 6615 NE Grand
A discussion was opened about plans by a developer to build four condos on this property.  The developer wants a variance.  Lisa entertained a motion that the Board approve the planned condos. Anjala moved that the Board support such a variance.  Seconded by Judy.  It was put to a vote.  5 ayes. 3 abstentions.  Motion was passed.

18th Street Market
There has been another incident at the 18th Street Market.  One resident is furious about the WNA not taking action on this situation.  At the last meeting, Celeste Carey went through the statistics for the last six months.  There were 8 calls for service in the general area.  10 officer-involved situations in that area.  1 call for service.    Is there evidence of gang activity at the market?  There may be some gang members hanging out in the parking lot.  There has been a call for the WNA to write a letter to the owner, Mr. Palmer.  Shirley suggested we delay any WNA action while there is an ongoing police survelliance and investigation on the market.  Steve suggested that someone on the Board should sit down with Mr. Palmer (or whoever is in charge of the daily workings of the market) and interface with him on a more personal nature, inquiring of his needs and working with him, rather than being aggressive toward him.  He may react more favorably if approached in this manner.  Lisa entertained a motion that we make a decision to meet with Mr. Palmer.  Steve volunteered to meet personally with Mr. Palmer.

Suspension of WNA Board Summer Break
Lisa made a motion to suspend the summer break and have the General Meeting in August as there are so many issues that need to be addressed.  Luke seconded.  5  ayes.  0 nays. 1 abstention.   Motion was passed.  The General Meeting will be held on August 17th.
Anjala made a motion that the Board stay in session until 9 pm tonight to attempt to work through the rest of the agenda.  Seconded by Luke.  Put to a vote .  Unanimously approved.  No nays.  No abstentions.  Motion passed.
Lisa made a motion that we do not discuss the Community Block Watch at this evening’s meeting.  Vote was unanimous.  No nays.  No abstentions.  Motion passed.
                                                                                                                  
Facebook vs Go Woodlawn Website
A discussion was held on the issue of whether it is a good idea to communicate WNA meeting information on Facebook (as not all neighbors subscribed to the site) as opposed to getting people to use the GoWoodlawn website.  Need to enlist volunteers to improve the website.  The WNA Board wants Deepak to be more involved  in working on making the website more able to communicate with the public at large.  Need to table this discussion for the time being and come back with ideas.  Nikole and Lisa will meet in the next couple of weeks regarding this issue.

Update on Farmers Market
Susan is looking for volunteers and vendors of fresh produce, fruits, vegetables for the Farmers Market.  Steve asked if they had gotten the proper licenses to operate the Farmers Market.  Susan said she would look into that.

National Night Out
Lisa asked for updates on National Night Out.  For next year, volunteers will be needed for a street fair.  We need to be clear in the Spring about National Night out, because Woodlawn did not participate this year.  Lisa moved that an ad hoc committee of 3 people be formed to make sure we are ready next year. Seconded by Luke.  Unanimously approved.  No nays. No abstentions.   Motion passed.

Park Playground Equipment
Shirley has been talking with the vendor and hopes the playground equipment will be here next week.

Neighborhood Community Garden
It was discussed that there needs to be a clean-up of rodents in and near the Neighborhood Community Garden.   Two  properties near there are known to have garbage and rodents in their yard.  This discussion will be continued to the August 17th General Meeting.

 Items and Events from NE Coalition 
Katy Asher read a list of events happening. 
NECN Community Committee Happenings  
Land Use and Transportation Committee; No August meeting scheduled.
At the July meeting, the committee heard presentations by the Portland Development Commission on the (recently approved by City Council) expansion of the Interstate Corridor Urban Renewal Area and how PDC is working in our neighborhoods. LUTC also heard on the Urban Food Zoning Code Update Project, mentioned above.
Safety and Livability Team, Next Meeting is pending for Monday Aug 15 at 6:30pm at NECN. Check our website for details. The Safety and Livability Team is continuing to work on strategies to reduce youth violence in our communities. Looking forward, SALT is gearing up for an Emergency Risk Reduction project this fall.
Community Economic Development Council; Next meeting is August 18th at 8:00AM at NECN.Work continues to develop a robust Community Economic Development Council to work on job development and other wealth creation strategies.

Neighborhood Small Grants: 2011-2012: It's time to start thinking about the upcoming round of Neighborhood Small Grants! Five spots are open for the Neighborhood Small Grant Selection Committee which helps decide which projects will be funded. Participation on the committee is a GREAT way to learn first-hand what makes a good grant application. For more information on the Committee or applications, contact Imani Muhammad, at 503-823-4264 or imani@necoalition.org.
 
Spirit of Portland Award Nomination Deadline has been extended: Nominations are now being accepted for the 26th annual Spirit of Portland Awards. If you know of an individual or group who has helped make Portland a better place to live, work, study, pray or play, please nominate them for one of the 2011 awards. The deadline is now August 22nd, Nomination forms available from NECN staff or online.

Alberta Street Fair- Saturday, August 13th, 11am-7pm: NECN is offering space at our table for neighborhood associations and other community groups during this event.  If you’re interested, contact Imani@necoalition.org

Additional Community Events
June Key Delta Community Center Grand Opening on Wednesday, August 10th from 4:00pm to 8:00pm. Please join Delta Sigma Theta Sorority and Piedmont Rose Connection, Inc. as they celebrate the completion of this unique and sustainable renovation of the Delta Community Center located on the corner of N. Albina St. and N. Ainsworth Ave. This event is free and open to all ages and will include light refreshment, activities for the kids, music, and self-guided tours of the building's eco- features and products 
Sabin Garage Sale, Saturday, August 13th, and a Sabin Comunity Orchard work and learn party on Sunday August 14. More info at: www.sabinpdx.org
Friends of Trees, Neighborhood Coordinator training. Tuesday the 16th or Thursday the 18th. Locations vary, friendsoftrees.org for more information.
FREE Movies in the Park: Irving Park, Friday, August 19th. Free popcorn, food vendors and rock climbing walls will all be available at the events. The bands start at 6:30pm and the movies begin at dusk, movie is "Rango."
Ten Toe Express Walk: Historic Sullivan's Gulch. Thursday, September 1st, 6:00pm. Walk across a gulch created by the catastrophic Missoula Floods. Hear stories, both geologic and human, and explore the neighborhoods along its rim.

Coalition for a Livable Future's Regional Livability Summit, Wednesday, September 14th at Portland State University. Registration coming soon. www.CLfuture.org


Next Meeting’s Agenda
Lisa made a motion that unless there is something urgent, we should not add anything to the present agenda for the next meeting, as it was a lengthy agenda.  Seconded by ______.   Unanimous Aye vote.  No nays.  No abstentions.

Treasurer’s Report
Luke gave a Treasurer’s report.  There is a balance of $6,129.18 in the WNA account.  Luke said he had gone over what the WNA was spending money on.  He handed out a Financial Trial Report to the Board members showing where the budget was spent.
Lisa moved that we think about what we want to use our money on during the next year.  Anjala seconded.  A vote was taken.  All ayes.  No abstentions.  Motion passed.  Lisa will send out a schedule.
Food not Bombs
Fallon said that free meals will be served at Woodlawn Park at 5:30 pm on Wednesdays and Saturdays.  She also said she is looking for a kitchen to cook in on Wednesdays.
Pizza for August 3 Board Meeting
Shirley made a motion that the Board reimburse Anjala for the pizza she bought to this evening’s meeting.  Seconded by Luke.  Unanimous aye vote.  No nays.  No abstentions.  Motion passed.

Lisa called the meeting adjourned at approximately 9:10 pm.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Sheila Hale.
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Next Meeting’s Agenda
Lisa made a motion that unless there is something urgent, we should not add anything to the present agenda for the next meeting, as it was a lengthy agenda.  Seconded by ______.   Unanimous Aye vote.  No nays.  No abstentions.

Treasurer’s Report
Luke gave a Treasurer’s report.  There is a balance of $6,129.18 in the WNA account.  Luke said he had gone over what the WNA was spending money on.  He handed out a Financial Trial Report to the Board members showing where the budget was spent.
Lisa moved that we think about what we want to use our money on during the next year.  Anjala seconded.  A vote was taken.  All ayes.  No abstentions.  Motion passed.  Lisa will send out a schedule.
Food not Bombs
Fallon said that free meals will be served at Woodlawn Park at 5:30 pm on Wednesdays and Saturdays.  She also said she is looking for a kitchen to cook in on Wednesdays.
Pizza for August 3 Board Meeting
Shirley made a motion that the Board reimburse Anjala for the pizza she bought to this evening’s meeting.  Seconded by Luke.  Unanimous aye vote.  No nays.  No abstentions.  Motion passed.

Lisa called the meeting adjourned at approximately 9:10 pm.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Sheila Hale.












